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Open Studies is a unique, flexible and customizable program that allows students to take courses that 
help them work toward their career goals. You may choose to take courses on a full-time or part-time 
basis. While some students may know their ultimate career goals, others may still be exploring their 
career paths. Open Studies offers you the: 
 

 Possibility to take up to a full year of transferable courses that will count toward various RDC 

degree and diploma programs. Open Studies is a great option if you were not admitted to your goal 

program, or you are choosing to take courses ahead of time to gain experience or lighten your 

course load.  

 Freedom to work towards your goal program while upgrading to meet additional requirements. 

 Ability to take a variety of courses to help you find an area of interest and the right program for your 

goals. 

 Independence to create a schedule that will best suit your individual academic needs and lifestyle. 

IMPORTANT 

 It is your responsibility to ensure that you have read and understood the admission requirements for 

your goal program. Some programs have both academic admission requirements as well other 

requirements (i.e. Social Work, Justice Studies).  

 We encourage you to refer to RDC’s Academic Calendar for programs official admission 

requirements: https://rdc.ab.ca/programs/academic-calendar/list 

 Completion of any courses listed in this guide may help to reduce the course load once you are 

admitted to your goal program, however it may not shorten the length of the program. 

 Completion of any courses in Open Studies DOES NOT guarantee admission into your goal 

program.  
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This Academic Planning Guide was created by the RDC School of Arts and Science as a guide for students in Open 
Studies wishing to pursue programs in the School of Arts and Science. This guide highlights courses that may be 
taken as an open studies student and the completion of any courses DOES NOT GUARANTEE ACCEPTANCE 
into any other program at RDC. 

https://rdc.ab.ca/programs/academic-calendar/list


FOR STUDENTS INTERESTED IN SOCIAL WORK DIPLOMA 
 
Below is a list of recommended courses that students can complete outside of Social Work (in Open 
Studies, Bachelor of Arts, or other programs), as well as a schedule that shows one way these course 
can be scheduled. There are 10 courses that can be completed outside of the Social Work diploma for 
credit, but most students will only complete up to a maximum of 9. 
 

Suggested Schedule 

 
NOTES 
 

 English or Communications: Students in the Social Work program are required to complete 2 

courses (6 credits) in English or Communication. Students interested in pursuing a degree are 

recommended to take university transferable English courses (ENGL 219 and ENGL 220). ELA 30-

1 (or equivalent) is required to take these courses. 

 

Students who do not have ELA 30-1 may take COMM 150 in the Fall and COMM 250 in the Winter.  

While these courses WILL count towards the Social Work diploma, they are not university 

transferable. If you are missing ELA 30-1 and would like to take ENGL 219 please connect with the 

Arts and Science Advising office as RDC does offer high school upgrading courses. 

 

 Open Elective: There is one open elective required. Open Electives must be a 3-credit, college or 

university level course. Examples of available electives for the 2020-21 academic year can be 

viewed here: https://rdc.ab.ca/node/80375/attachment. You are not limited to only these electives, 

these are just some examples. 

IMPORTANT 
 

 Completion of these courses can result in a lighter course load in the Social Work Diploma 

program, however the program will still take 2 years to complete once admitted to the program.  

 Please ensure you have read the Social Work admission requirements: 

http://rdc.ab.ca/programs/academic-calendar/social-work-diploma  

FALL TERM WINTER TERM 

English or Communication Elective 
  ENGL 219 recommended  
  (Pre-requisite: ELA 30-1 or equivalent) 

English or Communication Elective 
  ENGL 220 recommended  
  (Pre-requite: ENGL 219) 

PSYC 260 PSYC 261 (pre-requite: PSYC 260) 

SOCI 260 SOCI 261  (pre-requite: SOCI 260) 

SOWK 204 (take section “O”) SOWK 207 (take section “O”) 

Open Elective (can be taken either term) 

PSYC 353 OR PSYC 355 OR PSYC357 (All of these courses have pre-requisites of PSYC 260 and 

PSYC 261, so most students in open studies do not take this course) 

https://rdc.ab.ca/node/80375/attachment
http://rdc.ab.ca/programs/academic-calendar/social-work-diploma


FOR STUDENTS INTERESTED IN JUSTICE STUDIES DIPLOMA 
 
Below is a list of recommended courses that students can complete outside of Justice Studies, as well 
as a schedule that shows one way these course can be scheduled.  

 
Suggested Schedule 

 
1. Can be taken in either term 

 
 
NOTES 
 

 Open Electives: There are two open electives required. Open Electives must be a 3-credit, college 

or university level course. Examples of available electives for the 2020-21 academic year can be 

viewed here: https://rdc.ab.ca/node/80375/attachment. You are not limited to only these electives, 

these are just some examples. 

 
 
IMPORTANT 
 

 Completion of these courses can result in a lighter course load in the Justice Studies Diploma 

program, however the program will still take 2 years to complete once admitted to the program.  

 For more information on the program, see the Justice Studies webpage: 

http://rdc.ab.ca/programs/academic-departments/school-arts-and-sciences/justice-studies 

  

FALL TERM WINTER TERM 

ENGL 219 – Essay Composition & Critical Reading PSYC 261 – Social and Individual Behaviour 

PSYC 260 – Basic Psychology Processes SOCI 260 1 – Sociological Concepts & Perspectives 

Open Elective 1  INDS 205 – Indigenous Peoples in Canada 

 Open Elective 1  

https://rdc.ab.ca/node/80375/attachment
http://rdc.ab.ca/programs/academic-departments/school-arts-and-sciences/justice-studies


FOR STUDENTS INTERESTED IN BACHELOR OF ART | SCIENCE PROGRAMS 
 
If your goal program is a Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science university transfer program, we 
encourage you to refer directly to the Academic Planning Guide of your goal program when choosing 
college/ university level courses.  
 
Read your goal programs Academic Planning Guide thoroughly and select courses from that guide 
which you have the pre-requisite/ co-requisite to take.  

 
Academic Planning Guides: https://rdc.ab.ca/future-students/services/academic-advising/academic-
planning-guides. 
 
 
 

  

https://rdc.ab.ca/future-students/services/academic-advising/academic-planning-guides
https://rdc.ab.ca/future-students/services/academic-advising/academic-planning-guides


HOW TO FIND MORE INFORMATION 
 
RDC School of Arts and Science 
Advising & Recruiting    Room 2203 

artscienceinfo@rdc.ab.ca  
403-342-3585 (select option 1) 
www.rdc.ab.ca/creativearts  

 
 
 
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  
 
This planning guide is designed for Open Studies students to help you choose courses at RDC to help 
you plan for admission into your goal program at RDC. The recommendations in this guide are based off 
current RDC program requirements. 
 
You are responsible for ensuring that your registration is completed, and that your course choices 
comply with the program to which you have been admitted to, or are seeking admission into. 
 
You are cautioned that any changes to your courses, your major, or your transfer destination may 
adversely affect your transferable credit or admission requirements for future programs. Consult with the 
student advisor (above) if you have any questions.  
 
Students in university transfer programs are strongly advised to refer to the calendar of the university 
that they wish to attend, and should contact appropriate university departments as required. 
 

mailto:artscienceinfo@rdc.ab.ca
http://www.rdc.ab.ca/creativearts

