
RDC STUDENT CONNECT CENTRE 
Box 5005 – 100 College Blvd, Red Deer AB T4N 5H5 

403.342.3254 | studentconnect@rdc.ab.ca 

 
Last updated: September 21, 2021 

 
 
 
RECENT AND UPCOMING PROGRAM UPDATES 
 

School of Arts and Sciences 

Bachelor of Science – Biological Sciences 

RDC has submitted its proposal for a Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences four-year degree 
program emphasizing contemporary concepts in biology and practical field and laboratory skills. While 
we are planning for launch in Fall 2021, the program is pending government approval at this time. In 
addition to this new degree completion option at RDC, we will continue to offer diverse transfer 
pathways for Science students. If you have questions we encourage that you reach out to us directly at 
artscienceinfo@rdc.ab.ca. 

Bachelor of Science Pre-Professional Programs 

Professional program requirements (ie. Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, etc.) change rapidly and vary 
considerably between institutions. In addition, most students will require completion of an 
undergraduate degree prior to admission into a professional program, and pre-professional programs 
can be misleading and hard to update. As such, we are removing these admission categories as of Fall 
2021. Instead, students will be encouraged to apply directly into the degree program best suited for 
their intended professional program. We will still maintain planning guides and resources for students 
who want to tailor their studies towards a professional program, and no pathways have been lost. In 
summation, the only difference for students is the program they indicate on their application for 
admission: Rather than selecting a pre-professional program, they will apply into the degree of their 
choosing. For students who are uncertain, we recommend the Bachelor of Science, General degree 
program.   

Open Studies 

The admission requirements for Open Studies are changing, effective Fall 2021, in order to allow easier 
access into the program and reduce barriers to students wishing to start their post-secondary 
education. As of October 1, 2020 we will being accepting applications for Fall 2021 admission under 
these new admission requirements: A minimum of 50% in ELA 30-1 or 60% in ELA 30-2 (or equivalent).  

Social Work Diploma 

As per the Social Work Diploma application process, applicants must apply for admission, submit a 
completed application package and be invited to and attend an interview. Fall 2021 Social Work 
Diploma program applicants will have a deadline of February 15, 2021 to submit their application 
packages (ie. Documentation of volunteer hours, reference letters and personal questionnaire). 
Applicants whose packages are received by February 15 are guaranteed an interview invitation. 
Packages will continue to be accepted after February 15, however these applicants will not be 
guaranteed an interview.   
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School of Creative Arts 

Bachelor of Applied Arts in Animation and Visual Effects 

A reminder that admission to this program is a two-step process. Applicants must meet the academic 
requirements as well as submit the Career Investigation Report. We encourage individuals to apply 
early in order to give themselves ample time to complete a thorough report. In order to be considered in 
the first round of Fall 2021 admissions, applicants must submit their Career Investigation Report by  

January 31, 2021. Applicants should also consider indicating Open Studies or Visual Art as their 
second choice program as they have the ability to take courses towards the Animation and Visual 
Effects degree within these programs.  

Bachelor of Applied Arts in Film, Theatre and Live Entertainment – Film Production Major 

Although the Acting and Live Entertainment majors have been suspended, the Film Production major 
has something for everyone:  

For those interested in acting: Performance electives will be offered for these students. The Directing, 
Projects and Workshops courses will extensively cover the process of auditions and casting, character 
interpretation, blocking and working on set, and coaching and directing actors in all forms of scripted 
entertainment. Additionally, Glen Gaston will be teaching these courses and mentoring our students. 
Glen is an experienced actor and director and is a highly regarded specialist from the Professional 
Actors Lab in Toronto.  

For those interested in Live Entertainment Production: The skills gained throughout the Film Production 
major will be directly applicable to all forms of production in the entertainment industry. All faculty have 
years of experience in both theatre and film and are eager to explore ideas for project work, including 
theatre, as part of the film major. 

For all students: The fourth year practicum will provide even more opportunities to customize student 
experiences and allow for practicing crafts in any medium, including theatre, film, television, radio, voice 
over, animation, and more!  

Donald School of Business 

Moving Back to Main Campus 

To enhance all our students’ experiences in learning, and continue to grow meaningful connections and 
opportunities with our business community, Red Deer College has decided that effective January 2021, 
the RDC Donald School of Business will move from its current downtown location in the Millennium 
Centre back to RDC’s main campus. Our downtown campus will continue to provide professional 
development and other lifelong learning opportunities. 
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Health Care Management Post-Diploma Certificate  

We are pleased to provide our next intake of the Health Care Management Post-Diploma Certificate 
program this Winter 2021. Applications are currently being accepted! 

School of Education 

Early Learning and Child Care 

Effective Winter 2021, students can apply for admission to the first year of the 2-year Early Learning 
and Child Care Diploma program directly, rather than having to apply for admission to year 2 of the 
diploma after completion of the 1-year certificate. This means that first year Early Learning and Child 
Care Diploma students may now be considered for awards with multi-year requirements, such as the 
Jason Lang Scholarship. Although this new routing option is now available, students who prefer to 
apply to the 1-year certificate program can still do so, and will still have the option to continue in the 
diploma upon certificate completion.  

Starting this Fall, we are launching updated curriculum in both the certificate and diploma programs. 
We have added exciting new content that makes the Alberta Flight Early Learning and Care Framework 
(2014) more prominent. Additionally, most Early Learning and Child Care courses will now include 
synchronous meeting times with instructors and peers.  

Bachelor of Education: Degree Development 

Due to the Alberta Government’s Post-Secondary Review, approval of the Bachelor of Education 
degree is on hold. Additional information will be communicated once it is available.  

School of Health Sciences 

Kinesiology and Sports Studies 

Effective this Fall term, we are no longer offering a general diploma in kinesiology. This change was 
due to the fact that many of our general students are pursuing university transfer studies (which is still 
100% possible) but the general diploma was not specific enough for most employment outcomes. In an 
effort to support students in their learning and career outcomes, and to streamline what we offer, our 
Kinesiology program will now have two routes for students to access: (1) Bachelor of Kinesiology and 
Sports Studies – University Transfer and (2) Kinesiology and Sports Studies Fitness and Health 
Promotion Diploma. It is our hope, that by giving students a 2 year diploma with a focus on fitness and 
health, we can provide career opportunities after 2 years and a more streamlined process going 
forward. All students who have previously been admitted or applied to our General Diploma for Fall 
2020 have been notified and plans have been altered accordingly. 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

The lowest admitted average this year was 3.717 (85%). 
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As of Fall 2021, Bachelor of Science in Nursing applicants will be required to write the CASPer test. 
Those who meet the CASPer threshold will have their GPA calculated.  

Practical Nurse Diploma 

The lowest admitted average this year was 3.559 (82%). 

Practical Nurse applicants for Fall 2021 will have the option to apply for admission to our Campus 
Alberta Central sites in Ponoka and Drumheller.  

Occupational and Physical Therapist Assistant Diploma 

Although admission to the Occupational and Physical Therapist Assistant Diploma program for Fall 
2020 term was suspended due to COVID-19, we are anticipating our Fall 2021 application and 
admission process to resume as normal.  

Pharmacy Technician Diploma 

As of Fall 2021, admission to the Pharmacy Technician Diploma program will be offered on a 
competitive basis based on GPA ranking.  

Pre-Health Sciences Certificate 

This Fall's online cohort of Pre-Health Science students will have a fully flexible asynchronous delivery 
of the program, as usual, whereas our on-campus students who have been converted to online learning 
due to COVID-19 will continue with synchronous learning. As of Fall 2021, we expect our on-campus 
learners to return to normal on-campus delivery and our online cohorts to continue with the flexibility of 
the asynchronous delivery method they have enjoyed in the past. 

School of Trades and Technologies 

Engineering Technology Diplomas 

We are proud to announce that our Electrical Engineering Technology diploma program is now 
accredited with Technology Accreditation Canada (TAC) and the Mechanical Engineering Technology 
diploma program currently has the accreditation application in progress.  

The Instrumentation Engineering Technology diploma program has been suspended for the 2020-2021 
academic year. Stay tuned on updates regarding the 2021-2022 application process. 

Apprenticeship Programs 

Locksmith will be offered in a blended delivery format. No face-to-face intakes are planned moving 
forward.  
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Rig Technician and Water Well Driller do not have any training available at RDC at this time.  

School Within a College (SWAC) students who were not able to complete their practical component last 
year due to COVID-19 have had the option to return this year. These sessions are already underway. 
Further SWAC updates for next year to come at a later date.  

 


